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special duty—more police than there were marchers in
the parade. Apart from a trivial incident in which a
bystander was poked on the nose by another bystander
for saluting the Nazi flag, the crowds merely hissed
and booed or cheered and applauded as the parade
wound its way through " Yorkville."
Fritz and his Nazi Bund make a great deal of un-
pleasant noise. I think it is offensive, not as constituting
a serious menace, but simply because the thing is
characteristically tactless and in abominably bad taste
—imposing on the easygoing tolerance of a free coun-
try. I believe, from what I was able to learn from visit-
ing nearly every area thick with Germanic population
in America, that the Hanighen survey which gives the
Bund only about 20,000 is probably correct.1 But how-
1 A sad by-product of Hitlerism and anti-Hitlerism among the
Germans themselves in America is that it has aroused old Semitic
and anti-Semitic antagonisms, prejudices, and propaganda, parti-
cularly around New York and in the East. Owing to the boycott a
distinct anti-Semitic trend is noticeable, while a good many Ger-
man-Jewish leaders have withdrawn their co-operation and finan-
cial support from the Carl Schurz and other foundations. It is a
situation mutually regretted, and another reason for my assertion
that the Kuhn Nazi Bund activities in a free democracy are an im-
position on the political tolerance of Americans, are stupid, and hi
abominably bad taste. I think that if Hitler wants Americans to
respect and admire the rehabilitation he has wrought in Germany
the smartest thing he could possibly do would be to order Fritz
Kuhn to pipe down and disband his " Storm Troops"' in America.
If Hitler doesn't, I could hope that some good German Americans
might see what a black eye it gives them and persuade him to pipe
down. A lot of German Americans have forgotten the spirit of
their German-American forefathers. They lack the moral courage
of Carl Schurz and the true liberals of 1848. It was one of their
own leaders, regretting this, who said to rne, " Neither the organ-
ized Germans nor the Press are fulfilling in America the mission of
democracy of which Americans of German descent were always so
proud."
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